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Introduction

The intersection of money and politics has long influenced the
trajectory of democratic processes worldwide, but its impact has
become especially pronounced in modern electoral systems,
particularly in the United States. In democratic societies, elections are
ideally conceived as expressions of equal voice and equal choice.
However, the growing influence of financial resources in campaign
financing, lobbying, and political advertising has raised serious
concerns about the erosion of core democratic principles such as
fairness, equity, transparency, and equal representation. In this
respect, the United States can be considered a case in point, given its
advanced and extensively documented campaign finance system.
Focusing on the case of the United State, the present study aimed to
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examine how the overwhelming flow of money into political systems
would distort electoral integrity, consolidate elite power, marginalize
the broader public interest, and weaken the legitimacy of democratic
governance. Specifically, it analyzed the roles of super PACs (or
political action committees), corporate lobbying, interest groups,
campaign finance loopholes, and the revolving door phenomenon as
mechanisms through which money exercises structural and
ideological influence over democratic institutions.

Literature Review

The influence of money in electoral policies has long been a central
concern in political science, particularly in debates surrounding
democratic equality, representation, and accountability. As discussed
in Democracy and Its Critics (Dahl, 1989), early pluralist theories
posited that competition among diverse interest groups would prevent
the concentration of power, viewing financial resources as only one of
several factors shaping political outcomes. From this perspective,
democratic institutions were expected to mitigate inequalities and
maintain political representativeness.

However, later empirical research has increasingly questioned this
assumption. A substantial body of scholarship demonstrates that
economic elites and well-organized interests exert disproportionate
influence over political processes and policy outcomes. As argued by
Gilens and Page (2014) in “Testing Theories of American Politics:
Elites, Interest Groups, and Average Citizens,” public policies in
advanced democracies tend to reflect the preferences of affluent actors
far more closely than those of average citizens, which raises concerns
about political inequality and democratic responsiveness. The
research on campaign finance, such as Lessig’s Republic, Lost: How
Money Corrupts Congress—and a Plan to Stop It (2012), further
highlights how rising electoral costs intensify candidates’ dependence
on wealthy donors and organized interest groups, thereby reinforcing
structural dependencies within democratic systems.
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Beyond formal campaign finance, scholars have emphasized broader
institutional mechanisms through which money shapes politics. The
literature on policy capture and state capture—for example, “From
Corruption to State Capture: A New Analytical Framework With
Empirical Applications From Hungary” (Fazekas & Toth, 2016)—
focuses on how powerful economic actors influence rule-making,
regulatory frameworks, and agenda-setting in ways that systematically
favor their interests. These dynamics often operate through legal and
institutionalized channels such as lobbying, revolving doors between
public and private sectors, and privileged access to decision-makers,
rendering their influence less visible yet more enduring.

Comparative studies, such as Johnston’s Syndromes of Corruption:
Wealth, Power, and Democracy (2005), further emphasize that the
impact of money varies across political systems. While liberal
democracies often feature formalized systems of campaign finance
and lobbying, other contexts rely more heavily on informal networks,
organizational resources, and institutional access. International
research suggests that even where large-scale electoral spending is
limited, unequal access to economic and organizational resources can
still generate hidden forms of political inequality. Overall, the
literature converges on the view that money in politics should be
understood as a multidimensional, institutional phenomenon, rather
than merely as a matter of electoral expenditure.

Materials and Methods

The present study adopted a qualitative, interpretive—analytical
approach grounded in political economy and democratic theory.
Considering the case of the United States, the research drew on
secondary data from institutional reports (e.g., the Federal Election
Commission and OpenSecrets), legislative records, think tank
analyses, and peer-reviewed academic literature. The study used
discourse analysis and policy critique to analyze the historical and
contemporary mechanisms through which wealthy individuals,
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corporations, and organized interest groups shape political outcomes.
It also engaged with key theoretical concepts such as elite capture,
structural inequality, and democratic backsliding to situate the
findings within a broader analytical framework.

Results and Discussion

According to the results, the influx of large-scale financial
contributions—particularly from corporate donors and super PACs—
has had significant consequences for electoral competitiveness and
democratic accountability in America. Wealthy donors increasingly
shape the candidate pool by financing individuals whose positions
align with their economic interests, while sidelining grassroots
candidates who lack access to major funding sources. This dynamic
creates a political echo chamber in which policymaking reflects elite
priorities, particularly in areas such as tax reform, regulatory rollback,
and foreign policy.

Moreover, super PACs, which are allowed to raise and spend
unlimited funds independently of candidates, have emerged as some
of the most influential actors in recent election cycles. Often backed
by a small group of ultra-wealthy individuals or corporations, these
entities fund extensive media campaigns that frequently extend
beyond information-sharing to the manipulation of voter perceptions.
Such practices undermine the level playing field essential to
competitive elections.

Lobbying, particularly corporate lobbying, represents another major
mechanism of influence. The revolving door between senior
government positions and lucrative private-sector employment
reinforces a symbiotic relationship in which policy decisions are
shaped more by business interests than by the public good. For
example, the movement of former lawmakers and bureaucrats into
corporate lobbying roles enhances access to decision-makers and
provides valuable institutional knowledge, creating an insider
advantage that marginalizes civil society participation.
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The findings also highlighted the detrimental effect of unregulated
campaign financing on public trust. Survey data indicates a steady
decline in citizens’ trust in government institutions, closely associated
with perceptions of corruption and favoritism. Moreover,
marginalized and low-income communities face disproportionate
disadvantages in policy representation, thereby perpetuating cycles of
exclusion and systemic inequality. Notably, the analysis focused on
Citizens United v. FEC (2010), a landmark Supreme Court decision
that equated political spending with free speech and removed
restrictions on independent political expenditures by corporations and
unions. This ruling fundamentally transformed the architecture of
campaign finance and intensified the influence of moneyed interests
in politics.

Conclusion

The overarching conclusion of this study is that the entanglement of
financial power with electoral and policy processes has led to a
systemic weakening of democratic accountability in contemporary
politics. The dominant influence of corporate lobbies and super PACs
has shifted the focus of governance from citizen welfare to the
preservation of elite interests. This trend not only jeopardizes electoral
integrity but also restricts legislative space for reforms aimed at
promoting economic justice and social inclusion.

To address these challenges, the study recommends a multifaceted
strategy centered on transparency, accountability, and civic
empowerment. Key recommendations include: (1) implementing
stricter regulations on campaign contributions and spending limits; (2)
strengthening disclosure requirements for all political donations and
lobbying activities; (3) establishing public campaign financing to
ensure fair competition among candidates; and (4) enacting legal
reforms to curb the revolving door between public office and
corporate lobbying roles.
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The research also calls for an informed and engaged citizenry capable
of exerting pressure on institutional actors to uphold democratic
values. Civil society organizations, investigative media, and
educational institutions must play a proactive role in raising awareness
and advocating for equitable policy frameworks. In sum, while money
in politics is an enduring reality, its unchecked influence poses a
severe threat to democratic resilience. By reasserting regulatory
authority and fostering civic vigilance, democratic societies can work
toward more inclusive and responsive systems of governance that
prioritize the public good over private interests.

Keywords: Money, Politics, Financial Resources, Lobbying,
Elections
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