The strategic relations of the Safavid kings with the clerics and its reflection in
the military sphere

Introduction

Two different eras can be recognized in the Safavid period. The first era cover
from the beginning to the Zahab Peace Treaty and the second era from the Zahab
Peace Treaty to the fall of Isfahan by the Afghans. In the first era, Safavid kings
showed warlike tendencies and religious authorities were not allowed to interfere
in political affairs. But in the second era, the Safavid kings clearly showed Sharia
tendencies and the spiritual authorities were placed at the top of the religious
structure. In the upcoming research, the influence of Sharia trends on military
morale and the Safavid army has been investigated and the question has been
answered: How did the Sharia trends and the close relations of Safavid kings with
clerical authorities affect other duties, especially military duties?

Discussion

From the beginning of the formation of the Safavid dynasty in 907 AH until the
death of Shah Abbas I in 1038 AH, we witness the establishment, consolidation
and rise of the Safavid government. In this era, the most important feature of the
kings was militarism and military actions. With the exception of Shah Ismail's
defeat in the Ghojdwan and Chaldaran wars, the Safavids came out victorious or at
least not defeated in all the wars that took place with the Uzbeks and the Ottomans.
In addition, the defeat in Ghojdwan war in 918 AD was not with the personal
presence of Shah Ismail. By sword, the Shah consolidated his godlike power and
the position of the Safavid Shah as a religious leader, and the Shah's subjects
accepted it. Therefore, in the first Safavid period from the beginning to the end of
the reign of Abbas | in 1038 AH, they proved their legitimacy as religious leaders
with the power of battlefield and warfare. The kings of this era had pure religious
legitimacy and personally defended Sharia. The spiritual authorities were subject to
the personal authority of the sultan and did not protest to the powerful sultan. After
the Zahab peace with the Ottomans (1049 AH), as well as the change of the
confrontation with the Uzbeks from confrontation to subjugation, the Safavid kings
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found a lot of leisure by separating from the battlefield, and their fighting arena
was limited. The era of two Safavid kings - Shah Safi and Shah Abbas Il - can be
considered as the era of transition from the battlefield and getting closer to the
spiritual authorities. In this context, we can find a relationship between the end of
the war and the reduction of the war with the gradual rise in power of the clerical
authorities. The first visible change in the era of transition was the withdrawal of
the kings from the battlefield, which eventually led to the Zahab Peace Treaty. It
was mentioned earlier that the warring of the kings helped the growth of Safavid
rule and the religious authorities were followers of the conquering sultan. But in
the era of Shah Safi, the Shah did not show a desire to fight. Shah Abbas Il was the
last warrior king. He was distinguished from others by his ambition and
recklessness in his brilliant actions. He was the last king who personally
commanded the Iranian army and captured Kandahar. The important thing about
Shah Abbas Il is that in his era, following the peace with the Ottomans, and the
passivity and laziness of the Uzbeks, the number of wars had significantly
decreased compared to the first Safavid era. Therefore, a king with the
characteristics of Abbas Il could not show all his royal and martial abilities.

Conclusion

The presence of the kings of the first Safavid era, Shah Ismail, Shah Tahmasab and
Shah Abbas I, in the battlefield, allowed the Shah to show his power to military
commanders, country leaders and clerics, but with the peace of Zahab (1049 AH),
And the lack of presence on the battlefield deprived the king of this possibility.
With the loss of military preparation to monitor the eastern and western borders,
there was a vacancy in royal duties and responsibilities, and many kings were
freed. After leaving the battlefield and changing Shah's behavior, his relationship
with military and country officials also changed. Crossing the battlefield required a
new interpretation of the king's face and his duties. This interpretation became
possible only during the long period of peace with the Ottomans. The last Safavid
kings - Shah Suleiman and Sultan Hussein - openly converted to the Sharia by
courting and holding meetings with clerics and scholars. The result of the new
approach was the legitimacy of the kings and the court in the eyes of scholars and
the religious part of the society. But this procedure made the Shah off balance and
greatly reduced the Shah's military performance. As a result, the kings neglected
their military, political and state duties; the army was abandoned, the number of its
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members was greatly reduced and military training was forgotten. This procedure
continued for several decades and was one of the reasons for the fall of the Safavid
dynasty.
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